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America’s Home Problems 


Not generally reported throughout the 
country was a race riot centering around 
a new defense housing project in Detroit. 
Scores of persons, both white and colored, 
were injured as a mob armed with 
knives, clubs and guns successfully pre- 
vented the prospective Negro tenants of 
the project trom moving in. Two hundred 
police were not able to keep order and 
Mayor Jeffries finally ordered that there 
be no moving since it was felt that only 
a force of some 3,000 policemen would be 
able to get the new tenants safely into the 
building. Washington representatives of 
the Federal housing agency reported that 
the situation was extremely grave. This 
smothered item appeared in one or two 
New York papers but few other papers 
reported this serious race clash which 
took place far north of the Mason Dixon 
line. 

Negro America also talks about the 
fact that the minute Negro troops were 
moved into New York to guard defense 
plants, bridges and other strategic points 
from possible sabotage, all recreational 
opportunities at the armories were barred 
to them. True, these recreational facili- 
ties, swimming pools, reading and exer- 
cise rooms, etc., were barred also to the 
white troops stationed in the same armo- 
ries but the white troops have been as- 
sured that these units will be opened to 
them again as soon as the colored regi- 
ments are moved on. The Negro troops 
have been assigned sleeping quarters in 
the corridors and general assembly rooms 
where cots have been set up for them. 


This is only illustrative of the race dis- 
crimination so prevalent. Cosmopolitan 
New York has no Jim Crow laws and yet 
one factor in the acute shortage of nurses 
is the refusal of most of the city hospi- 
tals, and all of the privately-owned hos- 
pitals, to accept colored girls on their 
nursing staffs. Five out of seven of the 
city nursing schools will not train Negro 
girls. Only five of all twenty-six munici- 
pal hospitals employ Negro nurses to any 
extent. The hospitals which do accept 
Negro nurses either have a large num- 
ber of Negro patients or work which is 
extremely disagreeable, often dangerous, 
tubercular cases only or communicable 
diseases only. 


In Arkansas recently Negro carpenters 
were refused work on a defense project 
at Camp Chafee because of their color. 

Negro soldiers, most of them from 
Pennsylvania, New York and _ Illinois, 
stationed at camps in Louisiana must 
have tangled with Southern customs in 
Alexandria for a battle broke out between 
the soldiers and the military, city and 
state police in which twenty-eight of the 
Negro soldiers and many Negro civilians 
were badly hurt. It is not known what 
started the trouble. 


(Continued on last page) 


War Trends 


Since the first issue, Between The Lines has tried to render a service to its 
readers in pointing out trends worthy of watching. One of the first developments 
we called your attention to was the matter of British-India relations. We predicted 
that this would prove to be the keystone of the war in Asia in which we are 
especially involved. With startling speed that trend has developed and in spite 
of censorship and muffling, the American people now know that British-Indian 
relations are charged with the deepest and most dangerous significance. What next 
should we look for? Two things chiefly. First, the real struggle that is going on 
in English life, little news of which reaches us here. The common people of 
England, whom we all love and want to see victorious in this war, are learning 
that the small ruling Tory group would probably prefer to lose the war than to 
lose India—and the average Kngiishman is convinced that if that attitude persists 
they may lose both. The rich aristocracy of England is fighting to survive much 
harder than it is fighting to stop Hitler. Compare the situation created at Singa- 
pore with the American spirit at Bataan and you see what we mean. The second 
trend to watch, one which is as yet hardly visible, congealing of common interest 
and military power between China, India and Russia—a trend that will definitely 
work against the white imperial interests, creating a difficult situation for Allied 
and American war aims. Kemember that Russian Sovietism is the greatest enemy 
of class and racial exploitation the world has ever known. Some day soon Russia 
and China—without whose assistance in Asia we can hardly bear to consider the 
war, will ask us, “Just what AR you fighting for—the four freedoms or the 
re-establishment of racial exploitation’” ‘he saddest thing from the Christian 
standpoint is that even some of our own Christian leaders whose roots are in 
another age or who made a trip to England once and dined with a duke (and never 
got over it) do not see this coming. With unpardonable blindness they are failing 
to identify the church where its ministry belongs if it’s to serve both the present 
and the future age. 


The Sugar Rations 


Some circumstances behind the sugar restrictions smell like something burning. 
Sugar is being rationed—YET—+restrictions on sugar beet production have not 
been removed, .. . for they sustain the price of sugar. (How strong are the sugar 


beet lobbies in Washington?) While American housewives go without sugar, 
Washington is also still considering the matter of lifting sugar import quotas 
which would vastly and promptly increase sugar stores in the United States. 
Puerto Rico alone offers to increase her annual sugar production 600 million 
pounds. What does Washington really want—the psychology of rationing, or 
more sugar? The explanation at Washington is that the sugar available must 
be reserved for manufacturing alcohol for explosives. But ask any chemist about 
other raw materials that can be used for making large quantities of alcohol and 
you will see why we imply that an investigation into our national sugar bowl 
might reveal sour facts of how selfishness runs rampant through war. The soft 
drink beverage interests (the government made Coca Cola disgorge 90 million 
pounds, and Pepsi-Cola, 80 million pounds of sugar supplies they’d been hoarding) 
have managed to keep their sugar supplies on a profitable basis, but the tug of 
war between the liquor distillers who can make alcohol out of grain and the 
industrial alcohol manufacturers continues over who gets the juicy profits from 
the government contracts. 


Unemployment Compensation 


There is a wave of dangerous bitterness sweeping through labor ranks over the 
failure of the congressional ways and means committee to pass the $300,000,000. 
appropriation for compensation to workers unemployed during the months their 
plants are being converted into war production. This bill, sponsored by the admin- 
istration, was defeated by what labor calls the “industrialist block” in the com- 
mittee. The labor leaders claim that these workers and their families are not 
allowed to move from their often impoverished homes to other communities where 
there are promises of jobs, because they will be needed again by their old plants 
when they are reconditioned. Vast subsidies of money are granted to industrialists 
for conversion purposes to carry them over the gap in tidy fashion. The average 
citizen (who gets no subsidy, pays the taxes and has a son in the army at $21 
a month) wonders what will happen when the time has come to reconvert the 
plants back to peace time ways. 
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European Resistance Struggles Toward a Future 
Roland Elliott, Executive Secretary of the National Student 


YMCA, who has just returned from a two month’s trip to 
Europe, reports: “To understand Europe today one needs a vivid 
realization of three basic factors: the increasingly serious short- 
age and diversion of food; the steady strengthening of a positive 
spiritual movement which is the antithesis of Nazism, and, the 
new situation created by Japan’s attack on the U. S. A. and 
America’s entry into the war. ; 

“Food is the capital question.” Only after ten days in France, 
having money that was absolutely useless to buy meat or eggs 
or milk because the shops had none, did I begin to know what 
that meant. To be hungry and cold, without the possibility of 
a satisfying meal or a fire, was a new experience for me. I now 
have a tiny glimmering of understanding of what it means for 
mothers to have children with colds that don’t get well, with cuts 
and bruises that will not heal because there is no nourishing 
food; or for students who cannot write in unheated rooms and 
who have difficulty with eyes and concentration because they lack 
vitamins. The adult and infant mortality rate had increased by 
over 40% in the occupied and dominated zones. And as the 
realization has grown that this distress is caused by the expro- 
priation of France’s own resources, propaganda about the ter- 
rible British blockade has become a stark joke. “It is the block- 
ade,” one hears the French say—of their minute milk rations, 
or of the total absence of olive oil, or of the drastic rationing 
of their own precious wines, in order that the Germans may 
distil aleohol for war purposes. “But we want no shipments of 
food to feed the Germans!” That is a unanimous verdict. At 
the same time it is clear that relief through private agencies 
which administer their own distribution is trusted and is effec- 
tive; its political as well as humanitarian results are enormous. 
That rations in Germany are at least twice those in occupied 
areas is not overlooked. A ten cent American hamburger has 
as much bread as the French get in a day, more meat than they 
get in a week, and more butter than many get in a year. As 
the war continues the toll in health will mount and its effects 
will be felt for three generations or more. 

“We must not only be Christian; we must be Christian citi- 
zens.” It was amazing to me to discover how widespread in 
Europe, among secular as well as religious leaders, is an insis- 
tence upon the imperative necessity of rebuilding the spiritual 
basis of society on basic Christian convictions about the nature 
of God and man. “You cannot understand Europe unless you 
understand this. It is not pietism. It is not a return to old ideas. 
It is, rather, a new assertion of the spiritual values, the dis- 
appearance or weakening of which are responsible for the rise 
of Nazism which is the denial of these basic spiritual values.” 
That is a quotation from my notes of a talk with a German now 
living in Germany who was trying to help me understand the 
growing opposition movement in Germany. “It is not a political 
movement. It is a religious movement with political conse- 
quences.” In the church (both Catholic and Protestant), in labor, 
in industry, and in the army this movement is gaining strength. 
It goes forward under its own momentum, but it is affected by 
the course of military events. Thus the disregard of human sac- 
rifices and the campaign of “bestiality” on the eastern front 
(along with evidences of Hitler’s fallibility) have accelerated 
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the growth of this positive resistance. No one can forecast next 
steps. No one promises a time schedule, although time itself is 
important. There is no hint of appeasement, but there is an 
earnest desire for understanding and for cooperation when in- 
ternal changes have been made. [| cannot profess to know all the 
facts but I am convinced that the evidence I have seen is gen- 
uine, and that this is one alternative we in America should keep 
in mind to encourage and to recognize should it come to pass. 

From numerous independent sources I have learned that lack 
of confidence in Hitler is general and is growing. The list of his 
mistakes lengthens. He stopped his general staff from invasion 
of England. By his policy of dividing and exploiting France he 
lost all chance of her collaboration. He demanded Moscow when 
his general staff said it was impossible. He and the Party have 
pursued toward Russia a policy of “bestiality” which has out- 
raged the sense of ethics of the army. His alliance with Japan 
is deeply resented. But above all, his attempt to build world 
domination for Germany on an anti-Christian policy filled with 
hatred has tardily but really resulted in a reassertion of the 
very values he has sought to exterminate; he represents a phi- 
losophy of life the real Germany cannot accept. Even those who 
believe that the control of the Gestapo is unshaken say that a 
clear majority of Germans are anti-Hitler. 

Apart from these deeper factors there is growing the practical 
view—and terror—that the Nazi war machine is a Frankenstein 
which, whether it succeeds or fails on the battlefield, will bring 
“anarchy and bolshevization” to Europe. The only alternative 
is seen as a federated Europe in which Germany would take its 
place as one cultural unit not dominating other cultures but 
uniting with them economically and politically. It is a real ques- 
tion whether the forces now emerging can become powerful 
enough in time. 

The nature of Japan’s inauguration of the war and the fact of 
America’s entry have strengthened the spirit of resistance and 
confidence in all occupied countries. Where there was lack of 
confidence in Britain’s role in the war and in the peace, many 
leaders and common people (I talked with both) feel that Amer- 
ica and Britain constitute a new “chemical combination” in which 
they can have confidence. In Vichy I was told by inside sources 
that the stiffening of attitude is very real—as in the recent talks 
with Goering, who wanted North African bases and the French 
Navy. To Petain’s reiterated “No,” Goering finally replied, “But 
you forget, you are a conquered people.” And Petain said, “I do 
not forget. The situation has changed, and nobody knows that 
as well as you know it.”—Worldover Press. 


America’s Home Problems 
(Continued from first page) 

And one final incident reported to us points up the injustice 
of the poll tax system. A young Negro sharecropper has been 
condemned to death for the shooting in self-defense of his white 
landlord. The jury which convicted him was made up exclusively 
of poll tax payers. This decision is being protested by student 
Y. M. C. A. leaders who claim that the young Negro was not 
tried by a “jury of his peers” and who ask for a new trial. 

Watch for further items on the development of racial issues 
in our domestic affairs. Herein is a great source of national dis- 
unity, a dangerous thing these days. 





